CARL CHRISTIAN SCHRAMM

 AND ELIZABETH DOLDER SCHRAMM
Carl Christian Schramm, son of Carl Gottlob and Christina Augusta Fritz Schramm, was born May 15, 1838 in Calw, Wurttemberg, Germany, the fourth born in a family of 15 children.  His father was a manufacturer of dyes through which he acquired considerable means.  In his early boyhood the family moved to Mannheim and lived in Europe beautiful forests.  The parents often took the children for a stroll in the woods, where they spent many happy hours together.

Carl passed through the grade schools and attended high school for two years.  At that time a vocation for a boy was of paramount importance, and so young Carl was sent to serve as an apprentice in a bakery.

Being a descendent of religious ancestors, many of whom wore theologians, crawl was naturally interested in religious teachings.  When he learned of Mormonism he soon applied for baptism, which was performed May 26, 1860 at Durlach, Baden, Germany.  He was ordained a priest June 5, 1861 by George Balif and an Elder in December of the same year.  At the age of 22 he labored as a missionary for three years in Baden, Germany, and also in Switzerland.

His mother felt humiliated and disgraced and begged him to renounce his membership in the Church and stay with his kindred and friends.  But he was so true to his convictions that he gave up family ties and being disinherited he was willing to forgo his share in the family possessions with the anticipation that he would someday join with the Saints in America.  In 1864, this great desire was realized.  Sophia, his sister, 4 1/2 years his senior, also became a Mormon and joined him in the journey to America.  They set sail in the good ship.  "Hudson".
Another lady convert, Elizabeth Dolder (or Lisette, as she was called), accompanied them.  Elizabeth was born in Hauptwil, Canton Thurgau, Switzerland, February 9, 1838.  Her father owned a percale factory but died shortly before her birth.  Her mother remarried, and she was raised by her kind and devout grandparents.  The gospel up he'll tear her and she was baptized December 12, 1861 into the church in Riesbach, near Zurich, Switzerland.  The two girls, Sophia and Lisette became very close friends.

While aboard the ship, they were called upon to prepare the corpse of a woman for burial at sea.  The bunks were small and low and the work was hard for the two girls, but they were urged by the captain, Isaac Pratt, to hurry and the task was speedily completed.

John McKay, was president of the Saints on board the ship, and his two counselors were John T. Smith and George Halliday.  For nine weeks they were tossed about Betsy.  Sometimes the sailing vessel made no progress, and often they were farther back than they were the day before.  At last, June 3, 1864, they arrived in New York City and prepared for the trip across the continent.  During the journey from New York to the Missouri River the food supply became low and rationing was necessary, each receiving eight kernels of corn per day.  However, before leaving Switzerland, Lisette took with her many pounds of chocolate and dried prunes.  This was valuable food and Lisette shared it with the sick and those weakened by the long hard trek.  Carl and Sophia were recipients of the rare delicacies and learned to appreciate more fully her friendship.

The emigrants were met at the Missouri by church teams, set out from Utah.  About a third of the original company were Germans and Swiss and the rest were British.  Some of the emigrants were Johannes Bogshard family, Elizabeth Huber and family, Joseph Reiser, Anna Aberlye, William Carpenter, Leopold and Anna Wirthlin, Lisette Dolder, Carl and Sophia Schramm.

They started on the long trek across the plains with the Captain William Hyde’s Church train consisting of 62 open drawn wagons.  The Warren Snow Company, together with some returning elders, Parley P. Pratt Jr., Samuel Neslin, joined them to help in case of Indian attacks.

The first day they traveled a mile and camped where grass and water were plentiful.  The next day they moved 4 miles farther, and while making the evening corral several independent wagons joined them.  They continued to journey making from nine to 15 miles per day.  Prayer was offered each morning and evening.  Often they were caught in rainstorms.  During an epidemic of dysentery, Lisette became ill and in an unconscious state was thought to be dead.  As they were deciding whether to bury her or wait, the captain made room for her to ride in one of the wagons and the next day she regained consciousness and was soon able to walk again.  She walked a greater part of the distance across the plains.  Many died while making the long trek.  In all, there were six women, two men, and five children who were buried by the wayside.

Sunday, August 28, when they reached camp, Julesburg, Gerber was married to Anna  Mary Rupp by Captain Hyde.  J. W. Young preached a sermon and the bridal party retired to a tent where Brother and Sister Schramm and Lisette Dolder took supper with them.  When they reached Camp Julesburg, Joseph W. Young, on September 11, telegraphed to Utah, "All well."

The next day they reached Camp Kearney 145 miles from Wyoming, and stopped on account of Indian troubles.  Some merchant trains stopped and also a company consisting of Brothers Bischof Burgens and Binkler and families who would start with horse teams.  They traveled on and do next camped on the Platte River.  The all the material available for camp fires was buffalo chips.  The next camp was at a vacated station, where the ranchers and station keepers had fled from the Indians.  At O’Fallen Bluff.  They passed a few soldiers and families traveling east.

On September 16 they came to an old California Crossing located on the Platte River.  While crossing this river, one of their wagons carrying seven persons was upset, but no one was injured.  They then took a new route 180 miles south of Fort Laramie where there was more food for the cattle.  Here are the Teamsters killed antelope for food.  When they reached Coalville on the Weber River, they exchanged of rice and tea for potatoes and butter.  While there several people came from the Valley to meet their friends.  Instructions from the Church Presidency were read.

On our arrival in Salt Lake City, October 28, 1864, they company broke camp and families journeyed to various towns in the state where they chose to locate.

Carl, his sister Sophia, Lisette Dolder and others went to Lehi where a few weeks later, November 12, 1864, Carl and Lisette were married.  Charles Winch of Manti was one of the witnesses.  He said that the bride was dressed in a blue silk dress, which she had brought with her.

Their first child, Carl Alma (or Charles as he was called) was born in Lehi November 7, 1865.  Soon after his birth Carl was called to help fight in the Indian or Black Hawk War at Richfield.  They had to live in dug outs and in constant dread of Indian attacks besides enduring many hardships.  There was little material for clothing.  Calico was used for diapers and red flannel for pinning blankets, with no safety pins to pin them.  Men's clothes were dyed with willows and sagebrush and sewed with flax.  When they became wet, the stitches would break.  Their fruit consisted of wild berries.  During the Black Hawk War, while her husband stood guard as a war sentinel Lisette tried to minister to the wants of her sick child in the dark as they could not have a light for fear the Indians would see it and attack them.

Discouraged with frontier life, they moved to Manti in 1867.  The journey was made in five days by ox teams.  Having one spare ox Carl sold if for eight bushels of wheat, which was worth eight dollars a bushel.  The Indians were still trouble some and he had to stand guard again.  He was the proud owner of a gone, which were very scarce.  His sister Sophia, married John Alder and settled in Manti.  While in Manti their first baby girl was born to Carl and Lisette, and they named her Bertha.  Soon they sold their land and home and moved to Payson, where fruit was more plentiful and the land more productive.  On May 10, 1869, he got a position with the railroad.  Here he worked until it was completed and the first train moved in.  The first round trip to Salt Lake City was made in a boxcar and the fare was $.75.
Carl was very active in church work and was ordained a Seventy in 1873 by William McClellan and a Priest in 1893 by Jonathan Page.

From 1880 to 1882 he filled a mission to Germany.  His wife was left with seven children, but with her natural created ability.  She soon found ways and means of providing for their needs.  She started a small grocery store, with the money she earned crocheting girls goods with the dainty colored yarns brought from Europe.  These sold at a dollar fifty each and soon her stock increased.  Charles with the help of his younger brother Ferdinand took care of the farm and Bertha and Matilda were ever ready to take care of the younger children and help with the household duties.  Mr. Griggs, a kind friend, helped with the care of the bees and honey.

In Stuttgart, Carl  opened up the first branch of the Church.  He brought the gospel to the grandmother of his daughter-in-law, Pauline. Here he baptized 12 persons in one day.  Among these was Sister Louise Raag.  In confirming her he promised her that she would come to Zion with her children.  This prophecy was fulfilled.  It was made possible by a miraculous healing through the faith in administration by Elders.  He also baptized Mrs. John Langenbacher, a truly devoted friend of the family.

On his return from his mission he labored in his productive farm east of Payson and sold produce at Eureka during the boom.  He opened up a sawmill in Payson canyon later known as the Co-op Sawmill.  A section of land in the canyon was named “Schramm Valley.”  He also ran a big free, restaurant, and grocery store for 14 years.  At the bakery.  There was no machinery, they had to mix their own bread and make their own yeasts.  He was patriotic to his country and a devout church worker.  Many families of German immigrants settled in Payson, whom he assisted in finding homes and presided in special church services given in the German language, until they learned the English.

There were many personal interesting incidents in the life of those two pioneers.  They enjoyed the theatrical performances of early days, trips and excursions to the interesting points of the mountain regions, Utah Lake, canyons and parks, home social entertainment with the German singers, speeches and refreshments.

The children of this couple remember with interest.  Such experiences as the coming every summer of the Indian squaws with their papooses for winter contributions to which they contributed liberally; the Indian chief, riding his pinto in the fourth of July parade followed by the Payson flute and brass band; the corn husky; selling bees; and feasting the grain thrashers.  These pleasures were mixed with sorrow as some of the members of the family departed.

Of the eight children six have passed away:  Sabina, at 8 months in November 1874: Charles, in February 1886 while his father was attending Sophia’s funeral at Manti; Bertha died in St. George on December 15, 1890; John, March 1st, 1895 and Ferdinand A. at Payson, October 25, 1951.  Carl’s wife died in Payson, April 17, 1919 and he April 27, 1909.  They are all buried in the Payson City Cemetery except John whose body was not found in the Grand River and Emily who was buried beside her husband, Fielden Jordan at Mapleton, Utah.
CARL CHRISTIAN SCHRAMM FAMILY REUNION
On his first birthday Carl Christian Schramm was given a silver spoon with his name and date of birth May 15, 1838 carved on the handle.  This spoon was always found beside his plate every meal until his death.  This date was thus always remembered by his children and grandchildren.  Carl Schramm, his grandson, is now the proud possessor of it.

At the instigation of Lydia and Emily invitations were sent out to the tribes and clans of the Schramm Family to celebrate the hundredth anniversary of their father Carl C. Schramm on May 15, 1938.

They responded unanimously and came together 93 in all at Payson City Park, Payson, Utah.

There came from the north, the two railroad foremen, Paul from Rock Springs and Ernest from Green River, Wyoming; also cattle rancher Martin from Wyoming. From the south came Joseph, joined to the family through Lydia his wife.  From the West came Nettie and family.  And there were numerous ones who inhabited the city of their birth, Payson.

There was feasting and much rejoicing and the exchange of kindly greetings and when the repast was at an end the life history was read by Emily Jordan, and various ones gave interesting reminiscences.  It was agreed to meet each year if possible and an organization was completed.  Then the assembly raised their voices in community singing.  A photographer made a picture of the Schramm Family Society.  But the picture of this day dwells clearer in the hearts and memories than any camera could record.

Historian,  Lydia Schramm Carpenter

